Pharmacological activities of fusaric acid (5-butylpicolinic acid).
This review article aims at summarizing research findings on the various pharmacological activities of fusaric acid (5-butylpicolinic acid), a mycotoxin produced by several Fusarium species which commonly infect cereal grains and other agricultural commodities. The actions of the toxin on mammals, birds, arthropods, crustaceans and plants are covered. The effects on mammals are diverse and are apparent in the nervous, cardiovascular and immune systems. Fusaric acid is toxic to some mammalian tumor cell lines.